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Kappa-bashi Tool Street

Kappa-bashi Tool Street

YKappa-bashi Tool Street is an offbeat
CREKI05IEEICH D LD ST
walking distance from Senso-ji Temple. :

tourist spot located within 10-minute-

Merchants first started selling old kitchen
tools and various hardware utensils

around the Kappa-bashi area in 1912.

After the end of the Second World War,

the area developed as a wholesale

market selling mainly cooking utensils,

baking supplies and restaurant furniture.

Today, the 800-meter-long shopping
street has more than 170 specialty stores
selling commercial kitchen equipment

for cooks and restaurant operators.

Here it is possible to find cooking tools
and eating utensils for professional
and cooking enthusiasts. Popular with
many international visitors are Japanese
kitchen knives. After purchasing a knife,
it is possible for international visitors to
personalize the blade by engraving the
owner’s name on it. This area is often
referred to by international visitors as
“Kitchenware Town”, instead of “Kappa-
bashi Tool Street”.

Yin this shopping area there are also
specialty stores selling plastic food
models (or wax food samples), such
as sushi and tempura which are used

to display menu items in restaurant

storefronts. Edible-looking plastic food
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models are intricately made to look almost

identical to the original food items. For
instance, a beer mug on display with its

frosted glass almost looks real and appears

to look ice-cold. There are so many other
kinds of yummy-looking foods samples. :

For many international visitors, these
models are not only interesting, but also
unique to Japan and can be purchased as a
novelty souvenir.

YThe Kappa-bashi Tool Street is Japan’s

largest shopping wholesaler street catering
to kitchens and restaurants. It is fun to

window-shop here, even if visitors do not

buy anything. “Washoku” (traditional
Japanese cuisine) experienced a global
boom when it was registered in 2013 as
a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage
List. International Tourists and Japanese

shoppers visit the Kappa-bashi Tool Street

or Kitchenware Town in search of kitchen
utensils unique to Japanese cuisine.

YThe “statue of Kappa-Kawataro”, the
symbol of this Kappa-bashi Tool Street,
was erected in 2003 in commemoration
of the 90th anniversary of the streets
founding. Kappa is a popular mythical
creature, originally characterized as a
type of water sprite found in traditional
Japanese folklore. Kappa supposedly lives
in Japanese rivers and lakes.

@ Near the Kappa-bashi Tool Street
is a new commercial facility called
“Marugoto-Nippon” with about 50
antenna shops (or satellite shops) selling
local specialty and rural products from
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all over Japan. Regional delicacies and | 1¥AJ 1213, HSBIRS i (1R,
foods (1F), unique local handicrafts and A== T T TR EAE (2
tools (2F), space to experience Japanese @ W), HEHEOZME v o7z &k ’)
culture such as cooking classes (3F) and % AARSALRBR O 22 [ (3 F),
restaurants serving local cuisine (4F) can THTHHZ LR b 7::/%(;1 B*é)
be experienced in Marugoto Nippon. It = Z*ARELTwE ¥, JEwIZ 0L K
is definitely an interesting spot to visit | HOLEAKY M T,

in Tokyo. ;
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